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Shylock versus Antonio, and exhibited as an eloquent pleader
what should have been the undisguised organ of the most
intense feelings of her sex.

When such an actor as Mr. Garrick had determined
upon acting Romeo himself, it would follow as a branch
of his own success to render the performance of Juliet as
perfect as the most scrupulous attention to his fair partner
could make it. The reciprocation of looks, the combinations
of attitude, the meaning of every line, the quality of every
sound, were to be in the most exact unison, or one of the
characters must suffer from the other. It was not likely,
therefore, that he should leave any very striking novelties
to even the genius of Mrs. Siddons. I think upon the
whole that she stood pretty much upon the former level of
Juliet, except that in the balcony there was more perfect
utterance, by which I mean that the sense came fuller
upon the ear; and in the humouring of the nurse there
was something of a more genuine playfulness than I had
heard before; as in the alarming scene of lonely midnight
meditation the tragic force of the great heroine rendered all
competition hopeless.

There is something in the scene of Juliet's grave greatly
at variance with the text, and with propriety itself. We
have a churchyard, and in it the monument of the Capulets.
c Why I descend into this bed of death ' is the expression
of Romeo, who yet does not descend at all. He isa fur-
nished with a wrenching iron which would enable him, by
a proper application of his force, to remove the covering of
the vault, and thus put it in his power to descend into the
spacious receptacle

' Where for these many hundred years, the bones
Of all the buried [Capulets] are pack'd.'

But our stage Romeo batters a couple of doors fiercely
with the crow in his grasp, which very naturally fly open
outwards; and there, in all her supposed c maiden strew-
ments,Mies Juliet, above ground, ingeniously obvious to
the audience. Surely all this is grossly absurd, and a more
creditable piece of machinery should now triumph over the
early poverty of scenical arrangement. It would clearly be